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Tour de Food
Tasty Bites With a Side of History 

Bryan Mark Taylor
Painter, Entrepreneur, World Traveler

5 ART-INSPIRING
CITIES IN IDAHO



Be here for solving for x
Your safety at work matters, especially to your family.

Be careful out there

wcf.com



We’re changing how you receive healthcare. We’re making it more personal and giving 
you more choices. We’re expanding clinic hours, adding services like Connect Care and 
improving rural access. We’re putting you �rst and also putting you more in control. 
It’s care how, where, and when you want it. To learn more, visit HealingForLife.com.

Care how, where, and
 when you want it.



JUST 10 MINUTES TO DOWNTOWN
686 Country Court, North Salt Lake

6 BD  |  7 BA  |  11,722 SF  |  $3,500,000 
Ron Ogden   801.891.1472

TOP-OF-THE-WORLD OLYMPUS COVE ESTATE
4523 S Gilead Way, Salt Lake City

5 BD  |  7 BA  |  13,717 SF  |  $5,900,000 
Thomas Wright   801.652.5700

HOME IN CHARMING NEIGHBORHOOD
1923 E Atkin Avenue, Salt Lake City

7 BD  |  6 BA  |  10,266 SF  |  $1,899,000 
Thomas Wright   801.652.5700
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OFFICES

PARK CITY AND SURROUNDING

1750 Park Avenue

625 Main Street

545 Main Street

1101 Park Avenue

Mont Cervin Plaza at Deer Valley Resort®

Promontory Club

Victory Ranch

Glenwild

362 N Main Street, Heber
        

SALT LAKE VALLEY

2455 Parley’s Way #240

870 East 900 South

Opening This Fall: 13693 South 200 West, Suite 100
        

SOUTHERN UTAH

151 N Main Street

OFFERING UTAH
A LUXURY EXPERIENCE 

REGARDLESS OF PRICE POINT

SELLING UTAH'S MOST
DISTINCTIVE PROPERTIES

MODERN UPWALL PERFECTION IN PROMONTORY
8785 N Lookout Lane, Park City

6 BD  |  8 BA  |  8,950 SF  |  $7,850,000 
Michael Swan/Cindy Corbin   435.659.1433

NICKLAUS VILLA WITH FULL MEMBERSHIP
6552 Golden Bear Loop West, Park City
3 BD  |  4 BA  |  2,543 SF  |  $1,695,000 

Michael Swan   435.659.1433

TUSCAN STYLE VILLA IN FEDERAL HEIGHTS
1435 E Federal Way, Salt Lake City

6 BD  |  4 BA  |  5,393 SF  |  $1,275,000 
Liz Slager   801.971.2252

IMMACULATE CUSTOM HOME WITH VIEWS
13304 Slalom Run, Kamas

5 BD  |  6 BA  |  6,200 SF  |  $1,790,000 
Sam Cubis   435.729.0389

BIG VIEWS, FULL GOLF MEMBERSHIP
9669 N Hidden Hill Loop, Park City

4 BD  |  5 BA  |  4,670 SF  |  $2,995,000 
Michael Swan   435.659.1433

TUDOR-STYLE MANSION IN FEDERAL HEIGHTS
1441 E South Temple, Salt Lake City

6 BD  |  7 BA  |  7,985 SF  |  $2,500,000 
Liz Slager   801.971.2252

STYLISH FEDERAL POINTE CONTEMPORARY
1616 E Federal Pointe, Salt Lake City

4 BD  |  5 BA  |  5,410 SF  |  $2,450,000 
Liz Slager   801.971.2252

MILE HIGH VIEWS AND LIFESTYLE
379 N Connecticut Lane, Salt Lake City
5 BD  |  5 BA  |  5,948 SF  |  $2,150,000 

Liz Slager   801.971.2252

CONTEMPORARY UPWALL STUNNER
1990 Saddlehorn Drive, Park City

4 BD  |  3 BA  |  5,760 SF  |  $1,975,000 
Michael Swan   435.659.1433

UPDATED HOME WITH LOTS OF LIGHT  
3247 American Saddler Drive, Park City
4 BD  |  5 BA  |  6,883 SF  |  $3,150,000 

Scott Maizlish   435.901.4309

BEL AIRE SENIOR LIVING
436 East 700 North, Orem

0.51 Acre  |  $1,425,000 
Laurel Simmons   801.718.4681

SERENITY JUST 16 MILES TO SALT LAKE CITY
4074 W Moose Hollow Road, Park City
5 BD  |  6 BA  |  6,431 SF  |  $2,100,000 

Abbi Martz   435.659.0611

PICTURESQUE FIVE ACRE ESTATE
11489 S Oberland Road, Sandy

5 BD  |  4 BA  |  5,633 SF  |  $2,495,000 
Jim Anderson   801.860.6200

ESCAPE TO YOUR OWN BACKYARD
10133 S Wasatch Boulevard, Sandy

4 BD  |  4 BA  |  0.41 Acre  |  $750,000 
Scott Robbins   801.209.1120

CHARMING HISTORIC VICTORIAN HOME
1482 East 13200 South, Draper

5 BD  |  2 BA  |  3,072 SF  |  $595,000 
Mike Berry   801.866.8803

OLYMPUS COVE CONTEMPORARY
3809 E Thousand Oaks Circle, Salt Lake City

6 BD  |  12 BA  |  15,558 SF  |  $2,850,000 
Jim Anderson   801.860.6200

www.686CountryCourt.com
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CONSTRUCTION IS 
OUR BUSINESS,

 BUT WE MAKE IT
 PERSONAL 

When we look to the future, we don’t aim to be the biggest general contractor. We aim 
to be the general contractor that is big enough to handle the needs of any project. The 
secret to our success is that we do not differentiate between large and small. We believe
every client and every project deserves the same level of service and attention to detail.
Every project we undertake is critical to our clients and our commitment is to treat them 
that way. Your project is big enough for us to treat it like it is our most important project.

801.627.1403 randoco.comBig Enough
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Salt Lake City, the center of Utah's artistic heart, is rich in history,
fine arts and culture. Some of Utah's finest museums, libraries and
exhibits are within minutes of your City Creek Living home. When you
live at City Creek you can explore the past, present and future, all in
an afternoon. Call today to schedule a tour.

CityCreekLiving.com   |  801.240.8600
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CATCH A WAVE!

JORDANELLE MARINA
jordanellerentals.com

Make a reservation for fall fun today!

(435) 615-7397



A PROUD PAINTING
PARTNER

Each CertaPro Painters® business is independently owned and operated.
We Do Painting. You Do Life.®

Let’s get started! Contact CertaPro Painters® of Salt Lake City today for your FREE estimate. 

801-208-9292
salt-lake-city.certapro.com

You can count on CertaPro Painters® to make it happen, with a customized painting plan built around your 

needs and executed to your complete satisfaction. 

ENJOY A GREAT NEW LOOK THIS SUMMER.
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However, the same cannot be said for 
planning birthdays or other celebrations. 
I’ll admit it, I’m just not very good at it.

If you want to see just how far 
someone’s eyes can roll back in their head, 
ask Holly about what we did for our 20th 
wedding anniversary a few years ago. 
Oops. Blew that one. I can’t wait for our 
25th anniversary next year so I can finally 
make amends and hopefully erase the 
memory of my previous blunder.

This year, undoubtedly in an effort 
to save me from the excessive worry of 
coming up with a plan, Holly offered a 
“suggestion” for her birthday celebration.  
I believe her actual words were, “I want  
to go to a mystery escape room for  
my birthday.”

I may not be proficient at coming up 
with party ideas, but I am quite skilled 
at identifying subtle hints. I called and 

scheduled a party in the Sherlock Holmes 
and the Hound of the Baskervilles room at 
the Mystery Escape Room in the Gateway 
in downtown Salt Lake City.

This was our first escape room 
experience. There were 10 of us ranging 
in age from 7 to 51. Everyone was able 
to participate and had a blast. After our 
experience, we received an email with 
the subject line, “You Almost Escaped!” 
That was overly generous, as I think we 
solved less than 50 percent of the mystery 
by the time the countdown clock reached 
zero. In fact, it’s probably a good thing the 
experience was timed, or we might still be 
locked in that room.

For us, however, the experience became 
much more than trying to solve the 
mystery. It was about having an enjoyable 
time with family and friends. We can’t wait 
to go back and give it another shot.

In this issue of Community, Breanna 
Olavson introduces readers to mystery 
escape rooms and identifies a few local 
escape room locations.

Although we were unsuccessful in 
solving the mysterious murders in the 
Baskerville family as part of Holly’s 
birthday celebration, I am hot on the trail 
of solving the mystery to reducing my 
party planning stress. I think I’ll let Holly 
choose her party each year.

It’s all elementary.

Editor’s Note

Rob Brough
Executive Vice President
Corporate Marketing and Communications

Giving gifts and planning parties is stressful for me, especially when the gifts and parties are for my wife. Let me be clear, my 
anxiety has nothing to do with any pressure I feel from Holly. She is gracious and grateful for any degree of effort I exert. My stress 
is entirely self-imposed.

I’ve been able to eliminate a lot of my holiday anxiety by asking Holly to provide me a list of gift ideas each Christmas. 
Fortunately, she is very willing and gives me a comprehensive list. Of course, the expectation is not that she finds everything on 
her list under the tree or in her stocking on Christmas morning. But the likelihood of me totally missing the mark has essentially 
disappeared. And I always try to surprise her with something not on her list. 

Rob Brough with family and friends at the 
Mystery Escape Room in Salt Lake City.



Located in St. George, the Sunbrook master-planned 

community is just minutes away from miles of 

beautiful hiking & biking trails and shops & 

restaurants—all surrounded by the majestic scenery 

of Southern Utah. Whether as your new vacation 

retreat or primary home, the quiet seclusion of 

Sunbrook sets you apart from the ordinary and puts 

you close to life’s simple pleasures. 

• New View and Golf Course Homes Available 

• Custom Lots from $51,000 to $120,000

• Surrounded by Sunbrook Golf Course

Recreation Center  •  Pickleball  •  Indoor & Outdoor Pools  •  Hot Tub  •  Event Center  •  Tennis Courts

Sunbrook Sales Center
2240 W. Sunbrook Dr. #5
St. George, UT 84770

phone: 435-674-2900
email: sales@sunbrook.com
Tue – Sat: 10 AM – 6 PM

EXCLUSIVELY MARKETED BY

Sunbrook.com
learn more at

Close to Everything. Far from Ordinary.
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FALL BULB & NATIVE PLANT SALE

GARDEN AFTER DARK

AWESOME ALL AUTUMN

FALL BONSAI 
& ORCHID SHOWS

RED BUTTE GARDEN
U T A H ’ S  B O T A N I C A L  G A R D E N

300 WAKARA WAY, SLC | 801.585.0556 | WWW.REDBUTTEGARDEN.ORG

SEPTEMBER 28 & 29

OCTOBER 18 - 20 & 25 - 27

OCTOBER 13 & 14 NOVEMBER 3 & 4
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In the Community

Annual Paint-a-Thon Spruces  
Up Homes in Idaho and Utah

ZIONS EMPLOYEES 
LEND A HAND
By Ali Hardy
Photos courtesy of Zions Bank

  COMMUNITY MAGAZINE  15



Residents who face challenges 
maintaining their homes received a 
helping hand during Zions Bank’s 
28th annual Paint-a-Thon service 
project. In June, more than 2,800 
Zions employees and their families 
volunteered to scrape and paint 
41 homes in Idaho and Utah 
belonging to low-income elderly, 
disabled and veteran homeowners. 

16 SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2018

Salt Lake City

Price



Established over 30 years ago, Strong & HanniÕs Business & Commercial Litigation Group 

provides full legal services in a wide range of disciplines including, corporate representation, 

litigation, contract drafting and negotiation, mergers and acquisitions, employment, real estate, 

securities, tax and estate planning. With a such a wide range of business and personal legal 

services, we represent both public and private companies and individuals. We have watched 

our clients grow and have assisted them in developing into successful enterprises of all sizes.

UTAHÕS PREMIER BUSINESS & LITIGATION GROUP.

strongandhanni.com
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South Salt Lake



The week-long event has made a visible 
impact in local communities for nearly 
three decades. In addition to painting, 
volunteers help with improvements such 
as yard cleanup, mowing, planting and 
minor repairs. 

The program helps elderly residents 
take pride in their homes and maintain 
their independence. The average age 
of this year’s homeowner was 74, with 
an average yearly income of $23,000. 
Paint-a-Thon projects are selected with 
the assistance of nominations from the 
public, state housing agencies, community 
organizations and local churches. 
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St. George

Rexburg

Wood River Valley



“We know senior citizens cherish the 
opportunity to remain in their homes 
as long as possible, so this is our way 
of helping them accomplish that goal,” 
says Zions Bank President and CEO 
Scott Anderson. “Every year, Zions Bank 
employees look forward to Paint-a-Thon 
and helping our neighbors spruce up their 
homes and yards when they can no longer 
do the job themselves.”

FruitlandSalt Lake City

20 SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2018

South Jordan



Being wattsmart® gives 
Casper’s FatBoy® Ice Cream sweet energy savings.

© 2018 Rocky Mountain Power    wattsmart is registered in U.S. Patent and Trademark Offi ce.
FatBoy registered trademark held by Casper’s Ice Cream, and used with permission.

How can we help your business?
Learn how at wattsmart.com.

17677-3_UT wattsmartBiz_Caspers Fatboy_8.375x10.875_F.indd   1 8/6/18   12:45 PM

Fruitland
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Launched in 1991, Zions Bank’s Paint-a-
Thon began as a volunteer project for a dozen 
homes along Utah’s Wasatch Front. During 
the past 28 years, Zions Bank employees 
have put aside summer pastimes for a week 
each year — volunteering in the evenings 
after work and on Saturday — to paint 1,181 
homes throughout Idaho and Utah. Not 
counting the dollar value of volunteer hours 
through the years, the bank has donated more 
than $1 million toward beautifying homes in 
the two states. 

Summit County

Boise



• Gourmet Chili Sampling • Live Entertainment • Silent Auction • Supervised Children's Area • And Much More!

Individual: $42 | Table of 8: $300

Hall 5, Salt Palace Convention Center • 100 South West Temple, Salt Lake City (Map Below)

(Closest parking o� 300 West)

benefiting The
Road Home

Gael
Benson

To purchase tickets or make a donation,
please call 801-819-7296
or visit www.theroadhome.org



736 West 300 South
Salt Lake City, UT 84104
(enter off 400 South)

801-364-2128

Bedding • Drapery • Designer Fabric •
Fine Bedroom Furniture

Visit us online at 
www.krbeds.com

Specialty Marked-down items
Up to 75% off
*For a limited time only, while supplies last
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Fine Bedroom Furniture

Visit us online at 
www.krbeds.com

Specialty Marked-down items
Up to 75% off
*For a limited time only, while supplies last

Holiday  
Parties

3 Ways to  
Help Yourself  
(and Others) 
Enjoy Them

By Conner Newbold

A glance at your watch says you’re only 45 
minutes in. How is that possible? 

You took your time eating. You nodded 
along with the long-winded brother-
in-law for what felt like hours, dodged 
uncomfortable questions from the perky 
aunt, and tried to start a conversation with 
the quiet cousin — limited success there, 
just like last year. Now, after a visit to the 
bathroom, an encore at the buffet and 
several more short-lived conversations, the 
one-hour milestone still eludes you. Why, 
you ask yourself, does time always pass 
so slowly at these functions?



Embrace the Small Talk
There are plenty of reasons to hate small talk. It’s 

the lowest form of conversation — some say it’s a 
shallow, gossipy waste of time. Even Carol Fleming, 
Ph.D, defender of small talk and author of “The Serious 
Business of Small Talk,” compares it to tofu — easily 
digestible, readily available and totally bland. But she 
goes on to explain that while small talk may not reveal 
your intellect, it does reveal your humanity. 

“It’s the heart and soul of the social communication 
flow that keeps you in touch with people and your 
community,” she writes. 

Small talk is the crucial first rung on the 
conversational ladder. It’s necessary to step through it 
on the way to what most are really looking for — real 
human connection, with depth and intellect. So embrace 
it. Mingling becomes far easier when it’s focused on 
building lasting relationships, not enduring a few hours 
of social torture. 

Respect the Personality Spectrum
In her book “Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a 

World That Can’t Stop Talking,” author Susan Cain 
says, “Introverts are drawn to the inner world of 
thought and feeling, ... extroverts, to the external life of 
people and activities. Introverts recharge their batteries 
by being alone; extroverts need to recharge when they 
don’t socialize enough.”

Both are capable of socializing at parties but often 
have different conversational styles. Some say introverts 
tend to speak more softly and slowly than extroverts. 
Others accuse extroverts of dominating conversations 
and avoiding deep discussion of reflections and feelings. 

Conversations are smoother and more enjoyable when 
participants respect each other’s preferences, and maybe 
even adapt to one another’s style.

 
Be Prepared 

The Boy Scout motto isn’t just for camping — it 
works for social gatherings, too. 

Debra Fine, author of “The Fine Art of Small Talk,” 
suggests partygoers do a little advance preparation. She 
advises thinking through the guest list and mentally 
pairing attendees with possible conversation topics 
and icebreakers. It also helps to prepare a few generic 
questions to get others talking. Doing so will help 
increase your conversational control and confidence. 

Fine also recommends having a few exit lines ready, so 
you can both gracefully move on when the conversation 
has run its course. Anything from, “I promised the 
babysitter I’d check in” to “I skipped lunch today, so I 
need to visit the buffet” could work well. 

With these tools and a positive attitude, you may be 
surprised at how much you enjoy this season’s parties. If 
not, your favorite pajamas and easy chair will comfort 
you after a job well done. 

Holidays Are for Partying
The holidays are soon upon us, and with them come 

dinner parties, family parties, office parties and other 
gatherings. The guest list varies, but the experience 
is often the same: hors d’oeuvres, introductions, 
reconnections and hours of chitchat. 

While many are quick to denounce the tedium of such 
functions, social coaches and motivational speakers 
offer up this truth: They don’t have to be painful. It’s up 
to you to make them enjoyable. 
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THIS IS AUTHENTIC IDAHO.
VISITSOUTHIDAHO.COM

In Southern Idaho, you can discover the world as it was millions of years ago. 
Thick swathes of twisting, volcanic flows. Eerie, wind-carved spires. Caves 
and hot springs that haven’t changed much over millennia. This is pure, 
unrefined nature, and in Southern Idaho you can discover it on its own terms. 
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Human beings have lived vicariously through entertainment for 
thousands of years. Stage performances, athletic events, books, films, 
video games — every medium of entertainment has provided a way for 
people to experience the thrill of conflict, struggle and resolution by 
watching others.

Escape RoomsEscape Rooms

Hero of Your Own Story

By Breanna Olaveson Photos by Kevin Kiernan
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But a new trend brings these experiences to the next 
level by putting people in an immersive, participatory 
environment and making them the heroes of their own 
stories. These “escape rooms” create scavenger-hunt-
meets-murder-mystery experiences in locations around 
the world. 

Former U.S. President Barack Obama and his 
daughters escaped from a room in Hawaii in 2016. 
An escape room was featured in an episode of ABC’s 
“Modern Family.” Television personality Megyn Kelly 
and members of her studio audience recently escaped 
a room in New York. And now people living in Idaho, 
Utah and Wyoming can escape, too.
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Survive a Zombie Apocalypse
While every escape room is different, they’re built 

on the same premise: Participants are locked in a room 
and given a certain amount of time — usually an hour 
— to get out. Each room contains clues, riddles, games, 
ciphers, tasks or other challenges that, once completed, 
allow them to escape. Rooms are usually built to tell a 
story, requiring visitors to shut down a nuclear reactor, 
survive a zombie apocalypse, break out of prison, or 
even destroy all of Lord Voldemort’s horcruxes.

“I always say that escape rooms are popular because 
people enjoy thinking,” says McKay Taylor, manager 
of the escape room company Getout Games in Provo. 
“They like succeeding and doing something using their 
own intellect. People love the challenge, the themes and 
the experience.”
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H E B E R  VA L L E Y ’ S  
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Group Fun
Perhaps another reason for escape rooms’ popularity 

is the element of teamwork. Most are designed for 
four to 10 people working together. This makes them 
popular destinations for business teams, group dates, 
families, birthday parties, bachelor and bachelorette 
parties, and other groups.

Obviously, these groups have more fun if they 
are successful. If a group is struggling, they can ask 
the “game master” for a hint. Taylor says that these 
facilitators only interfere if necessary.

“We definitely don’t force groups to win,” he says. 
“Our focus is just for people to have a good experience. 
We want it to be a challenge, but it’s not fun if you get 
hung up on one thing. So we give nudges here and there 
if the people ask for it.”
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‘Get Out’ on the Town 
Of course, once you’ve escaped from a particular 

room, it’s much less challenging the second time. So 
many escape room businesses offer more than one room 
in order to get repeat business. Or you can test out a 
different business altogether. Utah has 16 escape room 
businesses; Idaho has them in Boise, Twin Falls and 
Idaho Falls; and there is one in Jackson Hole, Wyoming. 

“I think they’re so popular because they’re unique,” 
Taylor says. “They’re interactive, and that makes  
them fun.”



An osprey perches above Hebgen Lake.

EMAIL: COORDINATOR@JACKSONHOLEARTAUCTION.COM 

CALL: 866-549-9278 | VISIT: JACKSONHOLEARTAUCTION.COM

SAVE THE DATE! SEPTEMBER 14-15, 2018
SESSION I:  SEPTEMBER 14TH | SESSION II: SEPTEMBER 15TH

JACKSON HOLE | SCOTTSDALE | SANTA FE | NEW YORK

PAST & PRESENT MASTERWORKS OF THE AMERICAN WEST

CLYDE ASPEVIG (1951- ), Evening at Island Lake, oil on canvas, 40 x 60 inches, Estimate: $50,000-$75,000

BOB KUHN (1920-2007), Mulies in a Spruce Thicket
acrylic on masonite, 12 x 12 inches, Estimate: $30,000-$40,000

TUCKER SMITH (1940- ), Ahead of the Storm
oil on canvas, 24 x 32 inches, Estimate: $60,000-$90,000
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5 ART-INSPIRING
CITIES IN IDAHO
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By Natalie Hollingshead Photos by Kevin Kiernan

When it comes to artistic pursuits, the Gem State is no small potatoes. 
As Idaho’s population grows — it’s the fastest growing state in the nation, 

according to the U.S. Census Bureau — so does its arts and culture. 
“People in general are surprised with how much Idaho has to offer,” says 

Juta Geurtsen, community development director for the Idaho Commission on 
the Arts. “Until recently, Idaho was kind of this undiscovered gem.” 
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The state capital of Boise is generally known as a 
happening place. But Geurtsen says there are several 
other cities and even small communities with thriving 
cultural scenes. 

“I think in Idaho there is a real resourcefulness in 
these rural communities,” she says. 

From plays to poetry, chainsaw carvings to ceramics, 
folk dance to fiddling, the arts are thriving in Idaho 
cities of every size, including these five art-inspiring 
Idaho communities. 

Boise
As the state capital and fastest-growing metropolitan city 

in the U.S., it’s no surprise that Boise is an artistic hub. 
“With more people, you’re able to have more things 

happening,” Geurtsen says. “Boise is a great city 
with lots of art and history and lots of long-standing 
cultural institutions.”

Lauded as a place where you can catch a trout in the 
afternoon and attend a ballet at night, Boise’s thriving 
art scene includes citywide installations, murals and 
public art, such as the River Sculpture in front of The 
Grove Hotel. There’s also the Boise Art Museum, 
Idaho Anne Frank Human Rights Memorial, Boise 
Contemporary Theater, Idaho Shakespeare Festival, 
Opera Idaho and the list goes on. 

Idaho Anne Frank Human Rights Memorial in Boise

River Sculpture at The Grove Hotel in Boise

Boise Art Museum
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Lewiston
Named for famed explorers Lewis and Clark, the 

city of Lewiston has a rich cultural corridor, says Debi 
Fitzgerald, director for the Lewis-Clark State College 
Center for Arts & History. The downtown area houses 
the Center for Arts & History, city library, Nez Perce 
County Historical Society and Museum, plus private 
galleries, shops and restaurants. 

The Center for Arts & History is the second largest 
exhibit space in Idaho. A centerpiece of the museum is 
a permanent historic Chinese Beuk Aie Temple exhibit. 
“Our galleries provide an opportunity to show a lot of 
diversity in the arts to the community,” Fitzgerald says. 

A central event is the annual Art Walk held the first 
Friday in October. There’s also the three-day Art Under 
the Elms artisan festival that’s part of the city’s annual 
Dogwood Festival and draws up to 15,000 people. 

Lewis-Clark State College Center for Arts and History in Lewiston

Jan Vogtman's canvas from the Rivers and Vines Plein Air Competition in Lewiston

Lewis-Clark State College Center for Arts and History in Lewiston

Lewiston Library



40   SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2018

Moscow
The gentle rolling hills covered with wheat that 

surround Moscow make it obvious that agriculture is 
a big deal in the community and the Palouse region 
that encompasses it. But the city has a culture of 
the arts, too, making it a “Palouse paradise in the 
Northern Panhandle,” says Kathleen Burns, director 
of the Moscow Arts Department. The city of 25,000 
is home to the University of Idaho, and Washington 
State University is just 6 miles away. “There are always 
arts and cultural activities going on, whether for the 
university or in the community, so it’s a pretty rich 
environment to live in.”

The Moscow Farmers Market is the oldest in the 
state and a huge draw, attracting 5,000 people every 
Saturday from May through October. Art and music 
feature prominently along with fresh produce. Another 
big event is the annual art walk in which 74 businesses 
and 125 artists participate. “It’s far from a boring place 
to live,” Burns says jovially. “There is always something 
to do.” 

Pritchard Art Gallery in Moscow

Pottery at the Moscow Farmers Market
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Twin Falls
Twin Falls may be most recognized for its outdoor 

pursuits such as the Perrine Bridge, Snake River Canyon 
and Shoshone Falls, but the arts are also an integral part 
of this city of 44,000.

“The community is extremely engaged in a lot of 
different things,” says Carolyn White, director of the 
Magic Valley Arts Council. There’s the Magic Valley 
Symphony, Twin Falls Municipal Band, Jump Company, 
The Random Acts of Theatre Players and The Orpheum 
Theatre, to name a few. 

One of the arts council’s most popular events is the 
Art & Soul of the Magic Valley, the largest cash prize 
art contest in the Northwest. For two weeks each April, 
hundreds of works of art are showcased at businesses, 
offices and public spaces throughout Twin Falls, and the 
public votes on their favorites.  

Orpheum Theatre in Twin Falls

Electrical Box Art in Twin Falls
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Weiser
The unassuming town of Weiser, population 5,500, 

is the longtime home of the National Oldtime Fiddlers’ 
Contest and Festival. Since 1953, the rural southwest 
Idaho community has hosted the nationally recognized 
event that draws close to 30,000 attendees who come 
for intense competition and serious jamming, says 
Sandra Cooper, festival executive director.

Cooper is also involved with the Bee Tree Folk 
School, a community center where people share lost 
skills and new art forms through classes, workshops and 
get-togethers. Then there is the Weiser Little Theater, 
The Illustrious Onion Skin Players, a youth symphony 
and more. 

“I think the general pace and quality of life here 
attracts people that appreciate a more creative lifestyle,” 
Cooper says. 

Contestants at the National Oldtime Fiddlers’ Contest and Festival in Weiser

National Oldtime Fiddlers’ Contest and Festival in Weiser



 WEDDING & EVENT OPTIONS
A wonderful mountain setting, fabulous food and attentive service combine to make your 

special day truly memorable. We have accommodations for ceremonies, receptions, wedding 
breakfasts and rehearsal dinners — for small groups and parties up to 350 guests.

Lodging is available — call for details!

Just 11 miles up Big Cottonwood Canyon

www.silverforklodge.com
1-888-649-9551
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Forget sightseeing tours — when it comes to getting the lay of 
the land, food tours are the tours de jour. Whether you’re visiting 
a city for the first time or want to know your hometown better, 
a food tour is a great way to try popular restaurants and hidden 
gems with a little history served between bites. 

By Natalie Hollingshead Photos by Kevin Kiernan

TASTY BITES WITH A SIDE OF HISTORY

Tour de Food

Gourmand Food Tour starts at the Park City 
Museum in Park City, Utah.
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Some tours follow a theme, while others focus on 
local breweries and wineries. In most major cities, 
there’s a tour for every craving. Try one of these 
three regional food tours to whet your palette and 
start you on the food tour bandwagon:

Caprese Salad at Bin 22 in Jackson



  COMMUNITY MAGAZINE  47

Jackson Hole Food Tours
Jacksonholefoodtours.com
307-200-8977
Jackson, Wyoming

 
Jackson Hole Food Tours combine two of owner 

Michael Moeri’s favorite things to do — eat food and 
talk about Jackson. 

“A lot of people are surprised about the different 
options Jackson has for food,” says Moeri, who started 
his business in 2014. “People feel like you’re going to just 
get meat and potatoes, but it’s more diverse than that.”

Each three-hour tour includes stops at a handful 
of restaurants, such as Bin 22, The Kitchen, Gather, 
Persephone Bakery and Lotus. Between bites, Moeri 
shares highlights from Jackson’s history and insider 
info, like the fact that there used to be an underground 
gambling area called The Pit. 

An adult ticket is $80 and covers all food samplings 
and one beverage (cocktail, beer, glass of wine). In the 
summer, most tours fill 48 hours in advance and ticket 
sales close at 6 p.m. the day prior. In the winter, Moeri 
offers mainly private tours. 

Brussels (white balsamic  
vinaigrette, pepitas, dried  

cranberries, shaved pecorino) 
and Pork Buns (crispy braised 

pork belly, kimchi, fresno 
chiles), from Gather in Jackson

Berry  Almond Torte,  
Strawberry Jam Macaroon  

and Double Chocolate  
Walnut Cookie from  

Persephone Bakery in Jackson
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Indulge Boise
Indulgeboise.com
208-505-9757
Boise, Idaho

It’s a rut we all fall into — when it’s time to eat out, 
we go to one of the same three places. Angela Taylor 
started Indulge Boise in 2016 to tackle that problem 
head on. 

“We really want to tell the story of Treasure Valley 
and help people explore new neighborhoods,” says 
Taylor, owner and chief indulge officer. “Sometimes you 
don’t appreciate what’s right under your nose. I want to 
help people discover what treasures we have.” 

Croquetas from Basque Market in Boise

Gildas from Basque Market in Boise

Basque mural near the Basque Market in Boise

Braised Chorizos  
from Basque Market in Boise



SAVING 
LIVES

one 
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October 13  |  Liberty Park, Salt Lake City 
Register today at strutyourmutt.org
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Hebgen and Quake Lakes

Train Buffs Unite 

Get Lost in the Middle of Utah
San Rafael Swell
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Escape Rooms

Tour de Food
Tasty Bites With a Side of History 

Bryan Mark Taylor
Painter, Entrepreneur, World Traveler

5 ART-INSPIRING
CITIES IN IDAHO

Celebrating the people, businesses and organizations in our communities for 15 years.
We Haven’t Forgotten Who Keeps Us in Business
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Bacon Shots from Bacon in Boise

Mac and Cheese from Bacon in Boise
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A typical tour alternates sweet and savory 
experiences, with four to eight restaurant stops, 
depending on the tour. Guru Donuts is a popular stop 
on the historic tour, as is Bacon and The Basque Market.  

“We infuse history, architecture, public art and  
culture in between tasting locations,” Taylor says.  
“Our guests often get the VIP, behind-the-scenes look 
into the restaurant, where the chef or owner will show 
up tableside to talk about their culinary perspective on 
the dishes guests are eating.”

Tickets for the Historic Boise Tour are $64 for adults 
or $79 with alcohol pairing and should be reserved 24-
48 hours in advance. 

Old Fashion and The Hipsterberry 
(blueberries, blackberries,  

and culinary lavender cooked  
down into a delicious glaze)  
from Guru Donuts in Boise

Guru Donuts in Boise
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Bruce Lee Roy and Mr. Miyagi rolls 
from Yuki Yama Sushi in Park City
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Gourmand Food Tours
Gourmandtours.com
chris@gourmandtours.com
435-513-1500
Park City, Utah

Breaking bread with someone is a personal 
experience, and that’s why Gourmand Food Tours 
owner Chris McLaws feels her clients are like family  
by the end of the evening. 

“Everyone really enjoys the camaraderie,” she says. 
“I’ve had people come from all over the world, and I 
feel like by the end of the tour, I could hang out with 
them in their city.”

Chris has a natural warmth that sets her guests 
instantly at ease. Each excursion starts at the hidden-
in-plain-sight Park City Museum where Chris adds 
her own encyclopedic knowledge of the town to the 
interactive exhibits. Next, guests visit three restaurants, 
all on Chris’s lists of personal favorites. 

Lamb Lollipops from Yuki Yama Sushi in Park City

One of four art installations  
in Park City, Utah, created by  
world-famous street artist Banksy.

Patate pizza (sliced yukon potatoes, fontina, goat cheese,  
rosemary, wild arugula, white truffle oil) from Vinto in Park City

Underground Ski Lift exhibit is displayed at the Park City Museum.



56 SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2018

On our visit, the first stop was the top-rated Yuki 
Yama Sushi, where we loved the Bruce Lee Roy special 
roll and were blown away by the flavors of the Lamb 
Lollipops. At Vinto we had the bright-tasting Verdua 
Chopped salad, authentic Patate pizza and gushed over 
the house-made gelato. We finished at Wahso, arguably 
the most unique restaurant on our tour and definitely 
the most extravagant — Asian antiques from around 
the world fill the interior and set the stage for artfully 
presented Pan-Asian cuisine. The exact restaurants vary 
from season to season, but Chris always brings dessert 
to hand out to clients at the end of the tour as the cherry 
(or cookie, as it were) on top. 

The tour is $75 per person, which includes museum 
admission. Spots should be secured 48 hours in advance.

Tiradito Sashimi from Wahso in Park City

Pork Spare Rib from Wahso in Park City

Artifact collected from the Ming 
Dynasty at Wahso in Park City

Wahso in Park City

Wahso in Park City

Wahso in Park City
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ADOPT A  
NATIVE ELDER

SHARING FOOD AND  
PRESERVING CULTURE ON  
THE NAVAJO RESERVATION

By Ash Sanders
Photos courtesy of Adopt a Native Elder

When Linda Myers went to an event about the Navajo-Hopi 
land dispute 34 years ago, she didn’t expect it to alter the 
course of her life. But when she heard about the displacement 
of indigenous people on their reservation in northern Arizona, 
she knew she had to find a way to help. 

She had no network or funding, so she turned to her skills 
as an artist. With $500 from selling a piece of art, she and 
Rose Hulligan, a Navajo activist, went to Costco and bought 
carts full of food. Then Hulligan made the long drive to the 
reservation, where she distributed the food to people in need. 
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The story could easily have ended there. But it 
didn’t. Three decades later, Myers’ Adopt a Native 
Elder nonprofit is making a real impact in the lives of 
hundreds of Navajo elders.  

Rising to the Challenge
When Hulligan returned to Park City from the 

reservation a few weeks later, she had a turquoise ring 
and a story. While delivering the food she got lost in a 
remote area of the reservation late at night and stopped 
at the nearest house for directions. The woman who 
answered the door was in desperate need of assistance. 
Her car had broken down, and she and several Navajo 
elders she cared for had been without food or water for 
three days. The food and supplies were a life-sustaining 
gift, and the turquoise ring was a thank-you to Hulligan 
and Myers for their help.

Linda Myers
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Myers was touched by the gift but haunted by 
Hulligan’s story. “I was a single mother,” she says, 
without the resources to confront these problems. But 
she couldn’t get the image of those elders out of her 
mind. “There was something greater within me that 
said, ‘No, you actually need to go down [to the Navajo 
reservation]’” Myers says. 

On Myers’ first trip to the reservation she didn’t have 
much to give, just some frying pans, coats and items 
she’d collected from friends. She discovered that many 
Navajo elders were wary of her intentions: They’d been 
exploited by outsiders many times, even those who were 
trying to help. To earn their trust, Myers went from 
hogan to hogan, asking what the residents needed and 
how she could help. The requests were startlingly basic. 
Some asked for a cup, others asked for a spoon. 

Myers knew these needs were not unique to elders but 
the reservation’s harsh conditions — extreme heat, cold 
and isolation — hit them especially hard. “There are still 
a lot of elders on the reservation without electricity, cars 
or running water,” Myers says, “and if someone doesn’t 
come by to take them shopping or to the doctor, it can 
become a really harsh situation.” In addition, these same 
elders often help raise their grandchildren while their 
children look for work off the reservation.    
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Expanding the Vision
For the next few years, Myers made the trip to the 

reservation whenever she could raise enough supplies 
to fill her truck, leaving with hand-woven Navajo rugs 
that she sold to friends and acquaintances. She knew her 
efforts alone were not enough, so in 1986 she founded 
Adopt a Native Elder, a nonprofit dedicated to providing 
food, medical supplies and clothing to aging residents of 
the Navajo reservation. What started as a one-woman 
effort grew into an enduring community collaboration. 
Volunteers sponsor an elder, providing them with food 
boxes and food certificates that are delivered to the 
reservation. In return, elders share their traditions and 
culture with the volunteers. 

In 2017, nearly 400 volunteers brought food, 
medicine, firewood and Navajo yarn to more than 
570 elders between 75 and 108 years old. Myers also 
began organizing an annual Navajo rug show to benefit 
traditional artisans. Both are vital programs that Myers 
believes in deeply, but for her, it’s about something 
bigger: working alongside the Navajo people to preserve 
their culture. Through this collaboration, she hopes 
she can help them fulfill the words of a Navajo blessing 
prayer — to “walk in beauty.” 

To adopt an elder or volunteer for ANE’s biannual food 
runs, visit www.anelder.org/product/Adopt-An-Elder.
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Taking his advice, Watkins completed master’s and 
doctoral degrees focusing on language, particularly 
communication development and disabilities in children. 
She took her first faculty position at the University of Texas 
at Dallas. From there she went to the University of Illinois 
where she moved into academic leadership roles, eventually 
taking a position as dean of liberal arts and sciences. 

“As a dean, I had the opportunity to meet and talk 
with many successful alumni,” Watkins says. “I heard 
over and over about how faculty can change the way 
students think about themselves and open the doors of 
possibility, just as Professor Bernthal had done for me.” 

Now as president of the University of Utah, she 
wants to use her experiences to create an educational 
environment that will help students graduate and become 
leaders in their fields. 

“It is important to help faculty realize the transformative 
power they can have on our students’ lives,” Watkins says.

Making History
Watkins arrived at the University of Utah in 2013 to take 

the position of senior vice president for academic affairs, 
little expecting that in five years Utah’s Board of Regents 
would appoint her as the university’s first female president.

“It has been humbling to experience the warm and 
enthusiastic reaction of so many people,” Watkins says. 
“I consider it a privilege but also a responsibility to carry 
out this role in such a way that it opens doors for many 
more women and for others who have not traditionally 
had opportunities for leadership roles.”

She is quick to point out the women who led the way 
for her, including Jerilyn McIntyre, who served twice as 
the University of Utah’s interim president, and Hanna 
Holborn Gray, the first woman provost at Yale and the 
first woman president of a major research university.

“I just read Gray’s memoir and found it inspiring 
and insightful, particularly in her perspective on 
leadership,” Watkins says. “She cautions not to aim for 
a specific role, but instead to focus on what you hope to 
accomplish as a leader.”

Leading by Listening
Watkins believes accomplishment starts by bringing 

people together, something she has worked on from day 
one. She recently visited northern Utah, where she met with 
alumni, business and government leaders, and partners in 
higher education. In line with that, she’s also set a goal for 
the university to receive both national and local recognition 
for promoting student success and fulfilling community 
needs. She says it’s the “University for Utah.”

“We have a responsibility to provide a world-class 
education for our graduates so they are ready to fill 
Utah’s workforce needs and able to solve the state’s most 
pressing problems,” Watkins says.

Ruth Watkins knows firsthand the positive impact educators can have on 
students’ lives. Years ago, a professor’s encouragement redirected the 
course of her career, launching her on a path that eventually led to Watkins’ 
recent appointment as the 16th president of the University of Utah. 

“My initial plan was to work as a clinician,” Watkins says. “But John E. 
Bernthal, a mentor and professor at the University of Northern Iowa, told 
me I should consider getting an advanced degree and pursue research 
and teaching. John was the first person to give me the great advice and 
encouragement to think about the possibility of a career in academia.”

NEW U PRESIDENT 
HAS LOFTY GOALS

By Deanna Devey
Photo courtesy of the University of Utah

Ruth Watkins
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BRYAN MARK TAYLOR

PAINTER, 
ENTREPRENEUR, 
WORLD TRAVELER

By Amy Steinbrech

Photos by Kevin Kiernan

For Bryan Mark Taylor, a recent 10-day journey 
to China with his wife and four young children 
to capture images of the countryside was all in 
a day’s work. He’s also found artistic inspiration 
in countries such as Italy, France, Cuba, Mexico 
and Slovenia, to name a few. To say the world-
renowned artist has a traveling bug is  
an understatement. 



70 SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2018

His work has netted numerous awards at the nation’s 
most prestigious painting invitationals and is shown 
in museums across the country and as part of private 
collections around the world. It has also been featured 
in many art magazines.

Preserving the Past Through Art
Taylor’s passion is documenting the past through  

his paintings. He is inspired by scenery outside his  
home in Alpine, Utah, such as old barns and orchards, 
and wants to record these pieces of history before  
they disappear.

“The old brick and mortar buildings are being 
replaced by cheaper products that don’t have the same 
beauty or charm,” he laments. “These changes are 
happening here as well as all over the world.” 

He views his job as capturing areas that still have 
authenticity and have not been overrun by tourists. 
As Cuba became more accessible to U.S. tourism and 
business growth, Taylor felt the urgency of recording 
the country’s essence before rapid socioeconomic and 
political changes took place. 

“The country looked as if it had been frozen in time 
since the 1950s,” Taylor says about his visit to Cuba. “I 
feel like I’m painting period pieces there.”

In his travels to China, Taylor documents the charm 
of the fishing communities in the southern part of the 
country before the boats are subject to government-
mandated removal.  

“In China they are moving away from the old ways 
and are going full speed ahead with modernism,” Taylor 
notes. “It is important to preserve these images before 
they are gone.”  
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Painting Real Life 
Taylor is most at home outdoors painting directly 

from real life using a natural color palette. With his 
easel and paints in hand, he “sets up shop” on location. 
“I try to give the viewer an impression of how it feels 
to be in a particular place at a particular time,” he says. 
“Painting directly from life is an important part of my 
artistic process.”

His artistic vision is focused on capturing the 
environments people live in, how they shape them and 
how those environments reflect who they are. In painting 
an old Chinese junk, for example, he feels he is painting a 
portrait of those who spend their lives on the boat.  

“These paintings are often a truer portrayal of an 
individual or group than if I were to paint an actual 
portrait of them,” Taylor says.  

Businessman and Inventor
In addition to his artistic talents, Taylor is also a  

savvy entrepreneur. 
He completed a series of instructional DVDs to inspire 

and teach artists to paint their natural environment. He 
also invented the STRADA Easel, a bestselling premium 
brand travel easel sold around the world. 

“It’s lightweight, portable and indestructible,” 
he explains. “You can pop it in a backpack and go 
anywhere. I can easily travel with my gear to paint the 
alleyways of Europe, the Mayan ruins of the Yucatan 
Peninsula and even the Great Wall of China.”  
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The original Crown Burgers is still located at 377 
E. 200 South in Salt Lake City, but now there are 
six more locations owned by John and Rula’s family 
members throughout the Wasatch Front. Rula and 
John were the first to bring the pastrami burger 
to Utah, so if you want the original, go to Crown 
Burgers. Each burger is custom made with lettuce, 
tomato and onion, and no fillers. With more than 100 
menu items, there’s something for everyone, including 
low-carb options like the customer-favorite Greek 
salad and their classic toasted tuna melt.  

Crown Burgers is a family business, which means 
family members work alongside their long-standing 
associates. People from around the world have enjoyed 
the food at this iconic restaurant, including guests from 
as far away as Europe and Japan. Crown Burgers is 
proud to offer great food that’s affordable and delicious.

Crown Burgers
With seven locations throughout Salt Lake County
www.crown-burgers.com 

SPEAKING ON BUSINESS 
HOSTED BY CHRIS REDGRAVE 
See www.speakingonbusiness.com for radio listings.

When they opened their first Crown Burgers in 1978, John and Rula 
Katzourakis and Rula’s brother, Nick, worked hard to create a successful 
restaurant. John worked from 3 a.m. to 5 p.m. every day doing prep work 
for their delicious homemade onion rings and chili. It wasn’t long before 
word got out about the delicious food and within a month, there was a line 
out the door. This year, the business is celebrating its 40th anniversary.

CROWN BURGERS
John and Rula Katzourakis

Photos by Kevin Kiernan
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In addition to Polaris, the dealership sells some of the 
top names in outdoor sports products and power tools 
like Yamaha, Argo and Stihl. Its product line includes four-
wheelers, side-by-sides, dirt bikes, road bikes, chain saws 
and weed whackers. In the winter, snow machines are a big 
seller, but snow bikes are gaining popularity as well.

Since the family bought the dealership, Switchback 
Motorsports has undergone a massive expansion to 
carry the additional product lines and increase the 
service department, according to Jake Nickerson, who 
runs the operation. This aligns with the family’s goal 
of providing top-notch service and a fantastic customer 
experience while increasing sales.

Switchback Motorsports
150 Park Lawn Ave. 
Chubbuck, ID 82202
208-238-1575-8005
www.switchbackmotorsports.com  

SPEAKING ON BUSINESS 
HOSTED BY CHRIS REDGRAVE 
See www.speakingonbusiness.com for radio listings.

SWITCHBACK
MOTORSPORTS
After decades of operating successful businesses in Idaho, the 
Nickerson family began looking for ways to diversify. As avid outdoor 
sports enthusiasts, Jake and Greg Nickerson, Josh Morris and Ryan 
Young wanted a dealership that sold Polaris, so they found one for sale, 
bought it and launched Switchback Motorsports in Chubbuck, Idaho.

Photos by Kevin Kiernan

Jake and Greg Nickerson
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Wisdom From the C Suite

Strategies for Leadership Success  

By Nicola McIntosh
Photos courtesy of Zions Bank

Even if you’ve never met LeeAnne Linderman, if you’ve been in a Zions Bank branch, 
used the mobile app to check your account balance, or applied for an auto loan, you’ve 
been touched by her leadership at Zions Bancorporation.

As executive vice president of enterprise retail banking and a member of the company’s 
executive management committee, Linderman oversaw 447 retail branches in 11 Western 
and Southwestern states. She directed all product development and management for 
consumer and small business deposits, loans and digital products, in addition to channel 
strategy and Voice of the Customer programs.
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Be an effective listener and questioner. “So often 
we attend meetings, disseminate information and then 
everyone says ‘Thank you,’ gets up and leaves. But if 
you listen and question effectively, you’re much more 
likely to leave a conversation or a meeting with clarity 
of purpose and understanding of next-step actions. 
That’s a rare leadership skill.”

For women seeking leadership roles, Linderman adds 
three more pieces of advice:

Speak up. “Women often hesitate to speak up, 
question or contribute in meetings,” she says. “I tell 
young women, you’re in that room, any room, for a 
reason. And the reason is because of your skills, your 
abilities and the role that you have been given in the 
company. As a result, you have a responsibility to 
participate, to question and to contribute.”

In addition, Linderman says women must not allow 
interruption. “It’s the same advice I would give a 
man, it’s just that the research shows women are more 
frequently interrupted.”

Accept praise graciously. “Accept praise for a good 
idea, for the delivery of an effective project or for terrific 
results,” Linderman says. “When someone says to you, 
‘Wow, that is terrific,’ the professional response is, 
‘Thank you. I worked very hard on that and I, too, am 
proud of the result.’”

Seek sponsors, not just mentors. “Sponsors 
are professionals who are willing to put their own 
professional reputation on the line for you,” she says. 
“There are fewer women in the highest leadership roles 
in the banking industry than there are men, so I always 
recommend finding a sponsor — or several.” 

A tireless advocate for women in leadership, she was 
the first female chair of the Utah Bankers Association 
and was named several times to American Banker 
magazine’s “Most Powerful Women in Banking” list. 

During her 26-year career with Zions, Linderman 
served as a mentor for many in the organization. Now 
on the eve of her retirement, she offers advice to young 
professionals aspiring to leadership positions.  

Advocate for your career. “It’s critical to start 
advocating for your career early,” Linderman says. 
“Don’t just wait for a tap on the shoulder for each 
new growth opportunity because you think you’ve  
done a terrific job.” Take advantage of formal 
mentoring programs, but don’t overlook informal 
opportunities such as specific skill mentoring or  
peer-to-peer mentoring. 

Continue to develop your skills. Keep an eye  
on how your industry is changing, or you may  
find yourself with obsolete skills. “More and more 
people want to do their banking transactions in a  
self-serve fashion, and they expect the experience  
will be much like Amazon Prime: Order it today, 
delivered on your front porch tomorrow,” Linderman 
says. “But then they look for their banker interactions 
to add value, such as helping them grow their business 
or develop their personal financial expertise so that 
they can retire early.” 

This means banking relationship managers need 
to continually educate clients about technological 
solutions that make the self-serve experience easier, but 
also look for educational opportunities that position 
them to be a value-added relationship banker. 
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Driven 2 TeachDriven 2 Teach
Educators Experience History Firsthand

If a picture is worth a thousand words, what is an experience worth? 
 Each year Utah educators learn the value of experiencing history 
firsthand through the Driven 2 Teach program.

By Emily Seare
Photos courtesy of Driven 2 Teach
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At no cost to teachers or schools, the Driven 2 Teach 
program gives educators in grades 5-12 specializing in 
American history or historical literature an extended, 
hands-on learning experience unlike any other. By taking 
these teachers out of the classroom and to the very places 
where history happened, history comes alive. “I have 
learned so much and will be able to share many pictures 
and experiences with my students for years to come,” says 
Debbie Dow, a participant in the Driven 2 Teach program.

Passion for History
What began as a conversation in 2007 between Utah 

entrepreneur Larry H. Miller and American author and 
historian David McCullough developed into a program 
to help teachers improve the way history is taught 
in schools. “Larry Miller had a deep passion for our 
founding fathers and the freedoms they established for 
our country,” says Jay Francis, executive vice president 
of Corporate Affairs and Miller Family Philanthropy for 
Larry H. Miller Group. “Due to their work, Larry felt 
empowered to be an entrepreneur, and he wanted others 
to understand our rich early American history.” 



Preparing to Learn
Once accepted into the Driven 2 Teach program, 

educators are required to attend pre- and post-trip 
meetings, as well as read and discuss several scholarly 
academic texts, historical novels, and pedagogical 
publications and resources. Each participant prepares 
a lesson plan related to a specific topic that coincides 
with the area they will visit during their summer 
trip. Lesson plans are shared with other teachers 
participating in the program, providing the educators a 
robust curriculum on the historical sites.

Priceless Experience
“There are few experiences that can change our lives 

in a way that alters how we see and feel about the world 
we live in,” says Lani Baker, a teacher at Richfield High 
School. While touring the battlefield and cemetery where 
the Gettysburg Address was given in Pennsylvania 
or hiking the Freedom Trail in Boston, the memories 
created in the program are priceless — for the teachers 
and their future students. 

“Zions Bank is honored to help provide Utah 
teachers the chance to participate in these field 
studies,” says Scott Anderson, president and chief 
executive officer of Zions Bank.
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Lasting Impact
The Driven 2 Teach program, in partnership 

with Zions Bank, strives to inform, inspire and 
support excellent classroom teaching. Participants 
receive curriculum resources from sites visited and 
are expected to return to the classroom as teacher 
mentors in their school community. To date, Driven 2 
Teach has sponsored hundreds of teachers, impacting 
more than 500,000 Utah students. 

“Driven 2 Teach has changed what I teach, how I 
teach and even how I will continue to learn myself,” 
Baker says. “It was inspiring to see, feel, taste, smell 
and hear history in a way that I never experienced 
before in books. I can’t wait to share what I have 
learned with my students.” 
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“The industry is watching a current lawsuit where 
the seller assumed the buyer was going to start making 
payments on the solar equipment, but it wasn’t discussed 
as part of the real estate contract,” says Shane Norris, 
general counsel for Summit Sotheby’s International 
Realty. “Meanwhile, the buyer assumed the solar was 
included because it’s attached to the house. The seller 
stopped making payments and the solar company’s only 
option was to repossess the equipment.”

To avoid similar problems, homeowners should 
ask questions before installing solar and clearly 
communicate with buyers when selling.  

“Originally, solar panels were complicating selling a 
house,” Norris says. “Now it’s becoming easier as long 
as everybody’s on the same page.” 

Whose Solar Is It?

Heads Up to Homebuyers and Sellers
To get the benefits of clean energy, lower utility bills and self-reliance, 
Utahns are using solar panels more than ever and making the Beehive 
State one of the fastest-growing spots for solar installations.

“Utah is the seventh-sunniest state,” says Elias Bishop, government 
affairs director for Auric Solar. “We have a tremendous solar resource 
people are taking advantage of.”

What homeowners might not know, however, is that panels can  
potentially cause problems when it’s time to sell their house. 

By Deanna Devey

Ownership Options
The simplest option for getting into solar is to pay 

cash to own a system outright.
Another option, and the most common choice, is using 

financing to purchase solar equipment. Homeowners 
make payments until the loan is paid in full. 

A third scenario is a lease. Homeowners don’t own the 
solar equipment installed but receive the power it produces.

A final option is a power purchase agreement in 
which homeowners don’t own the solar system but buy 
the energy it generates. 

Solar Homework
When considering solar panels, it’s important to do 

your homework and understand what happens if you 
need to sell your house.

For sellers who own solar equipment outright, the 
process is simple. They convey ownership of the equipment 
to the buyer as part of the real estate transaction.

If there’s an outstanding loan, sellers either pay off 
the debt or have buyers assume the loan payments. 
Similarly, homeowners with a lease either buy it out or 
transfer it to the homebuyers.  

Before signing up for any solar program, know whether 
there are fees for canceling or transferring the agreement.  

“You need to know if the loan, lease or power 
purchase agreement is assumable,” Bishop says. “The 
vast majority are, but it’s smart to verify.”

Also look at the process for transferring a loan or 
lease. If it takes a month to preapprove a buyer, that 
could delay a real estate transaction.  

“Make sure you’re dealing with a reputable company 
that’s been in business a long time,” Norris says. 
“Understand how much you have to pay and for how 
long. Understand how it’s going to affect your power 
bill and ability to sell your house. Make sure you read 
everything before agreeing to anything.”

Resources for Homeowners
As chairman of the Utah Solar Energy Association, 

Bishop is working to educate consumers. The 
association currently has a Solar Buyer’s Guide available 
at UTSolar.org. Additionally, Bishop is creating a form 
to help contractors provide homeowners with details 
about their solar system — important information 
owners will need when selling the house. 

The real estate industry is also making it easier to 
transfer properties with solar panels. Utah Realtors have 
new forms to help both parties negotiate whether the 
seller will pay off outstanding balances or whether the 
buyer will take over payments. 

“The forms and disclosures we’re putting together 
with the Utah Association of Realtors will really help 
streamline the process and protect consumers,” Bishop 
says. “From what I’ve seen, there’s nothing in other 
states as robust and thorough as what we’re doing.” 
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Elder Financial Abuse
How to Recognize and Prevent It

By Maggie Hong

With the increasing number of aging baby boomers comes a 
corresponding increase in their financial abuse. Many elders are lonely, 
infirm and trusting — and they hold 70 percent of the nation’s wealth, 
all of which can make them easy targets. Findings from The True Link 
Report on Elder Financial Abuse 2015 reveal that an astounding $36.48 
billion is lost annually to fraud against older Americans. 

Moreover, National Adult Protection Services reports that family and 
trusted others make up 90 percent of elder financial abuse perpetrators. 
As seniors age, the amount of in-home traffic outside the family increases 
as more people are recruited to meet an elder’s daily living needs. For 
these reasons and more, seniors are a vulnerable demographic for financial 
fraud by both family members and professional con artists. Abuse of trust 
is common because greed does not discriminate.

Read on to understand how to recognize financial 
exploitation, respond to and prevent it.

1. Recognizing Fraud: Different Forms of Financial Abuse
Elder financial fraud is a complex issue that takes 

various forms. To keep things simple, the True Link 
report categorizes it into three areas: exploitation, 
criminal fraud and trust abuse.

I. Financial Exploitation occurs when businesses and 
individuals deliberately mislead or apply pressure to 
secure consent from seniors for otherwise imprudent 
business transactions. 

II. Criminal Fraud occurs when professional con artists 
and scammers misrepresent themselves. This includes 
telemarketers who pose as bogus companies and others 
who fabricate stories to convince people to give them 
money. Some notorious examples are the grandparent 
scam, identity theft and Nigerian prince scam.  

III. Caregiver Abuse occurs when family, friends or paid 
caregivers use their position of trust to take money 
or assets from the elderly. Common examples include 
rewriting wills and changing power of attorney, using the 
senior’s credit cards, and the unauthorized use, transfer 
and sale of assets hoping the senior will not notice.  

2. Signs of Elder Fraud: Red flags
If your elder suddenly begins acting intimidated and 

afraid of a trusted person, be on the alert. If you notice 
significant account activity that cannot be explained, blank 
checks made to cash, or sudden suspicious openings of 
joint accounts or joint credit cards with a family member or 
“new friend,” these may be indications of financial fraud. 

3. Ways to Mitigate Risks of Elder Financial Abuse
• Do not be afraid to ask lots of questions during 

 a sales pitch.
• If something sounds too good to be true, then it 

probably is!
• Screen caregivers thoroughly.
• Do not pay in full for any contracted work that has 

not been performed.
• Add your telephone number to the Do Not Call List. 
• Appoint a trusted person to become power of 

attorney long before you or your elder reaches a 
state of cognitive impairment.

4. How to Respond to Elder Financial Abuse 
Elder financial fraud is criminal and should be reported 

immediately. According to a CNBC 2016 article, 
former head of the Elder Abuse Unit in the Manhattan 
district attorney’s office, Liz Loewy, says many cases are 
unreported because the victim is too embarrassed or 
afraid to admit abuse. And because of cognitive decline, 
the elder may be unaware that fraud is even taking place. 

Moreover, when family members and trusted 
individuals are the perpetrators, the situation becomes 
further complicated. While there is no one solution 
that prevents elder financial abuse, responsible family 
members and trusted individuals should work together 
to prevent the elder from having isolated financial 
interactions with a single individual. 

In addition to contacting the police, filing a complaint 
with the state’s attorney general office will open a 
legal investigation and build a case against the abuser. 
The National Center for Elder Abuse urges victims of 
elder fraud to report to the local state Adult Protection 
Services because APS caseworkers are first responders to 
elderly abuse reports. 

Contact your bank right away if fraud is suspected. The 
American Bankers Association has launched a community 
outreach program called Safe Banking for Seniors; the 
program urges financial institutions to file a Suspicious 
Activity Report to help stop fraudsters in their tracks. 

Through education and awareness, it is possible 
to safeguard against financial exploitation. For more 
information on this topic, visit www.napsa-now.org/get-
informed/what-is-financial-exploitation/   
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What Is a Self-driving Car?
When people think of a self-driving car, they often 

imagine the end result of the technology — a vehicle 
that can operate with complete autonomy, with no 
human interaction. While this is accurate in a way, 
there is much more to the technology. Self-driving cars 
actually operate along a spectrum of autonomy. On 
one end, there are simple improvements to the driving 
environment, such as smart cruise control, lane assist or 
brake assist technology. On the next level are cars that 
can handle dynamic driving tasks but may need human 
intervention at times. The final level of autonomy offers 
a vehicle that can operate without any driver present or 
with no input from passengers. 

Current Status of Self-driving Cars
Many car companies are developing self-driving 

technologies. While Tesla gets the most attention for 
its self-driving improvements, companies like Volvo, 
General Motors Co., Ford Motor Co. and Audi are also 
developing autonomous cars. Other companies, like 
Uber, Lyft and Waymo (Google) are using this technology 
to change the way people get from place to place. Most 
of the current work is in the testing stages; however, 
companies are increasingly including autonomous 
technology in cars now coming to the market.

Benefits of Autonomous Cars
Self-driving cars are truly a game changer. They will 

have a major impact on the nature of transportation. 
Commuters will hop in their cars and read the paper or 
answer email while traveling to work. Families going on 
vacation will load up the SUV, set the destination and 
relax until they arrive. Transportation infrastructure 

By Robert  
Spendlove
Zions Bank  
Economic and 
Public Policy Officer

Impact of Self-driving Cars
The self-driving car revolution is on us. For years, futurists have talked 
about the impacts society would experience with this change. In the 
1960s, The Jetsons cartoon imagined people living in the clouds, with a 
robot maid and a flying bubble car. None of this has come true (yet), but 
who could have imagined the world we live in today?

will change because autonomous cars can travel closer 
together and in smaller lanes. Downtown parking lots 
may disappear since self-driving cars will drop off riders 
and then either go to an offsite storage facility or pick 
up the next rider in an increasingly shared economy.  

Autonomous cars will vastly improve safety on public 
roads. According to the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, every year more than 33,000 people die 
on U.S. roads. Shockingly, 94 percent of these deaths 
are caused by human error. Implementation of this new 
technology could save tens of thousands of lives every 
year in America alone. The positive effect on countless 
families’ lives will be enormous.

Potential Problems of Self-driving Cars
With any disruptive technology comes possible 

downsides. How will a self-driving car handle fog, rain 
or snow? How would an autonomous car react to a 
washed-out road or a child darting into the street to get 
a ball? Testing of self-driving cars is happening mostly 
in tightly controlled environments, like city streets and 
closed tracks. In the real world, drivers often have to 
operate in less-than-ideal conditions. 

The economic impact of self-driving cars could be 
dramatic as well. Millions of workers in the trucking 
and transportation industries could be impacted. If a 
self-driving car gets in an accident, who is responsible? 
How will transportation funding be impacted, given 
the fundamental difference in how cars operate? And 
how will car companies protect integrated vehicles from 
being hacked like a home computer? All these questions 
must be addressed as this technology advances.

What’s Next?
Self-driving cars will usher in a new day in travel 

and transportation. Planning for them will be essential. 
Leaders at all levels of government and business must 
develop policies that encourage the timely development 
of this technology while addressing concerns that many 
people will have about the change.  
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The Last Word
By A. Scott Anderson 

President and CEO, Zions Bank

Housing Crisis Looms in 
the Midst of Prosperity
The economies of Utah and Idaho are arguably the strongest in the 
country — not bad for a couple of landlocked western states with relatively 
small populations. Both states are great places for anyone looking for a 
job, seeking to upgrade employment, start a business or support a family. 

Part of their economic strength comes from the robust population 
growth in both places. The states have ranked Nos. 1 and 2 in the nation, 
sometimes alternating, in job and population growth.

Some challenges of rapid growth and strong 
economies are that housing is in short supply in the 
metro areas of both states and prices are rising for 
renters and homebuyers.

One interesting indication of Idaho’s hot housing 
market is that Nampa and Boise are the No. 2 and 3 
best cities in the nation to flip houses, according to a 
recent study by WalletHub. The study included 172 
cities, including the 150 most populated cities in the U.S. 
A hot “flipping” market means that housing is in great 
demand, and prices are rising.

Huffington Post recently noted that “Boise is, by some 
measures, the fastest-growing city in America. It added 3 
percent to its population last year ... driven by a booming, 
diversified economy and an influx of skilled, educated 
young people. But Boise isn’t adding homes fast enough 
to keep up.” And when shortages occur, prices go up.

In Utah, a Gardner Policy Institute study showed 
dramatic population growth with home prices rising 
rapidly and a large housing deficit.

The Salt Lake County median home sale price was 
$210,000 in 2011, compared to $325,000 in 2017. The 
homeownership rate dropped 5 percentage points from 
2008 to 2016, and shortages are expected to continue 
for at least three to four years.

Economic development experts worry that housing 
shortages and high costs could slow the region’s robust 
economies. If employees can’t find affordable housing, 
they will go elsewhere.

Commuting from more rural areas isn’t the solution 
because it creates sprawl and transportation congestion. 
Policymakers in both Utah and Idaho are concerned 
about housing and looking for solutions. Low-income 
housing is especially a problem. Subsidies are critical or 
low-wage workers cannot afford apartments.

Adding to the problem is the high price of construction 
costs. Both states enjoy low unemployment rates, which 
means homebuilders are struggling to find skilled workers.

Some local governments are boosting permits and 
impact fees so that utilities and other services can keep 
up with growth. Some zoning regulations discourage 
multifamily and high-density housing, which also 
contributes to the problem.

We won’t solve the housing crisis quickly. But we 
need to take action to improve housing availability and 
affordability over the long term.

Our education and training systems must encourage 
more young people to engage in training programs that 
qualify them for good construction industry jobs.

Local housing policies, including zoning, ordinances 
and impact fees, must be updated to allow diversity of 
housing projects and prices. 

Our citizens love living in Idaho and Utah, and enjoy 
a great quality of life. But we must work hard to ensure 
the dream of home ownership remains attainable. 

Both have expansive rural areas that unfortunately 
aren’t fully sharing in the economic boom. The metro areas 
are booming; however, including Utah’s Wasatch Front, 
Wasatch Back and Washington County, and Idaho’s Boise, 
Idaho Falls and Twin Falls areas, plus Coeur d’Alene.
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